306           GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
Hitler's policy has already been checked by the Munich agree-
ment. In spite of the losses this agreement brought in appear-
ance to the Western Powers, it produced an unanticipated effect
against Hitler, especially through a change of feeling in
Germany. If he had taken Prague in September 1938, as he
intended at the time, and occupied the whole of Czechoslovakia,
penetrating to Carpathian Ruthenia and facing Poland along
the Carpathians, he would have overcome all obstacles; he
would have compelled the eastern States to observe neutrality
if not to enter an alliance with Germany; Poland might have
joined the alliance under the influence of the French attitude.
Hitler could then have turned against the West. The settlement
between National Socialist imperialism and the Western Powers
would then have involved the sacrifice of innumerable lives;
it is unlikely that operations on the same scale will now or in
the future be necessary to seal Germany's defeat. It is evident
that the British policy was the outcome neither of weakness
nor of insufficient consideration.
What are the reasons for the attitude taken up from the first
toward National Socialism by the Western Powers? It has been
suggested that they fully expected Germany's recovery, and so
welcomed and even assisted the National Socialist movement
as likely sooner or later to be Germany's ruin. In certain
political quarters, it is suggested, nothing would have been
viewed with more alarm than a Conservative, monarchist
Government in Germany that had learnt the lesson of the
errors of the pre-war period and had acquired moderation in
political aims and methods: faced with a Government of this
sort, the West would have been impotent to prevent German
hegemony over the small nations, especially those of the East,
which would not merely have accepted it but even have wel-
comed it. Revolutionary National Socialism, on the other hand,
with its absurd and repellent racial doctrines, would be shunned
by other nations, and an imperialist German hegemony would